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TPhat'the problem is capable of being successfully solved, if wisely handled, has been proved by the Bavarian eXperi* iaent of Count Rumford quoted by General Booth in an appendix to his book. True that in that case; the Govern* ittent lent, their authority^ their influence and the publip purse to the carrying out of the Count's plan of. campaign.
This we do not think that public opinion Would? permit' of in India, even if Government should be willing to undertake so onerous a responsibility. Nor do I believe that there is any necessity for it. The circumstances are a good-deal different to those in Bavaria, and will be better met^by the proposals which I have elsewhere drawn up.
Anyhow it is high time that something should be done,, and that on an extensive scale, and of such a drastic nature as, to deal effectually with the question,
I Can easily imagine that some may fear lest in dealing with the system we should wound the religious susceptibili* ties of the people. Begging has come to be such a national institution and is so much a part and parcel ojf the Indian's* life and religion, that any proposal to extinguish the f rater* fcity may cause in some minds positive regret* To such I would say that We do not propose to extinguish t>ut to reform* and with this one hint I must beg them, before making up their minds, to study careMly the proposals detailed in Chapter VII of Part IL